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To promote the progress of clean energy infrastructure across the country.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED STATES

AUGUST 30, 2022

A BILL

Title: The Promoting Regional Opportunity, Growth, Resilience and Energy Security, Safely, or
The PROGRESS Act.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SEC. 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) Short Title—This Act may be cited as the "Promoting Regional Opportunity, Growth,
Resilience and Energy Security, Safely” or the “PROGRESS Act.”
(b) Table of Contents.—The table of contents for this Act is as follows:
SEC. 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS

TITLE [— INTERSTATE ELECTRICITY GENERATION AND TRANSMISSION AND
RENEWABLE ENERGY TRANSPORTATION

SEC. 101. ELECTRICAL TRANSMISSION SITING AUTHORITY

SEC. 102. CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION FOR GENERATION AND TRANSMISSION
UPGRADES

SEC. 103. HYDROGEN STORAGE AND PIPELINE SITING
SEC. 104. CARBON DIOXIDE PIPELINE SITING
SEC. 105. NEPA REVIEW FOR GEOTHERMAL EXPLORATION ON FEDERAL LANDS

TITLE II—JUDICIAL REVIEW
SEC. 201. LIMITATIONS ON JUDICIAL DELAYS
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SEC. 202. LIMITATIONS ON CLAIMS

TITLE III—SUPPORTING PERMITTING OF WHOLE HOME EFFICIENCY
IMPROVEMENTS

SEC. 301. PILOT PROGRAM FOR EXPANSION OF SOLAR APP

TITLE IV— DESIGNATION OF ENERGY SECURITY CORRIDORS
SEC. 401. PURPOSE

SEC. 402. DESIGNATION OF ENERGY SECURITY CORRIDORS
SEC 403. APPROPRIATIONS

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS

(a) AGENCY.—The term “agency” means any agency, department, or other unit of Federal,
State, local, or Tribal government;

(b) CARBON DIOXIDE.—The term “carbon dioxide” means refers to carbon dioxide captured
through carbon removal and storage technologies including but not limited to direct air
capture or carbon sequestration.

(c) CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION.—The term “categorical exclusion” means a categorical
exclusion within the meaning of NEPA.

(d) COMMISSION.—The term “commission” means the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission.

(e) ELECTRICITY COMPANY.—The term “electricity company” means any private or public
entity engaged in the generation or transmission of electricity for commercial purposes.

(f) ENERGY INFRASTRUCTURE.—The term “energy infrastructure” means a construction
project, facility, and any associated equipment that is used for—

(1) The generation or transmission of electric energy; or
(2) The production, processing, and delivery of fossil fuels, fuels derived from
petroleum, or petrochemical feedstocks.

(g) WHOLE HOME EFFICIENCY IMPROVEMENT.—The term “whole home efficiency
improvement,” in this Act, shall mean any action or activity taken by an individual or other
entity that:

(1) improves the energy efficiency of residential property; and

(2) that requires a license, permit, approval, finding, or other administrative decision by a
state or local agency in order to design, plan, site, construct, reconstruct, or
commence the improvement.

TITLE I—INTERSTATE ELECTRICITY GENERATION AND
TRANSMISSION AND RENEWABLE ENERGY
TRANSPORTATION
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SEC. 101. ELECTRICAL TRANSMISSION SITING AUTHORITY

16 U.S.C. § 824p is amended by striking subsections (a) through (f), and replacing it with the

following:

“(a) Certificate of public convenience and necessity

(1

(A)No electricity company or person which will be an electricity company upon

completion of any proposed construction or extension shall engage in the
transportation or sale of electricity, subject to the jurisdiction of the
Commission, or undertake the construction or extension of any facilities
therefor, or acquire or operate any such facilities or extensions thereof,
unless there is in force with respect to such electricity company a certificate
of public convenience and necessity issued by the Commission authorizing
such acts or operations. Pending the determination of any such application,
the continuance of such operation shall be lawful.

(B) In all other cases the Commission shall set the matter for hearing and shall

give such reasonable notice of the hearing thereon to all interested persons
as in its judgment may be necessary under rules and regulations to be
prescribed by the Commission; and the application shall be decided in
accordance with the procedure provided in subsection (e) of this section and
such certificate shall be issued or denied accordingly: Provided, however,
that the Commission may issue a temporary certificate in cases of
emergency, to assure maintenance of adequate service or to serve particular
customers, without notice or hearing, pending the determination of an
application for a certificate, and may by regulation exempt from the
requirements of this section temporary acts or operations for which the
issuance of a certificate will not be required in the public interest.

(2) The Commission may issue a certificate of public convenience and necessity to an

electricity company for the transportation in interstate commerce of electricity used
by any person for one or more high-priority uses, as defined, by rule, by the
Commission, in the case of—

(A)electricity sold by the producer to such person; and
(B) electricity produced by such person.



98  (b) Application for certificate of public convenience and necessity.—Application for certificates

99 shall be made in writing to the Commission, be verified under oath, and shall be in such
100 form, contain such information, and notice thereof shall be served upon such interested
101 parties and in such manner as the Commission shall, by regulation, require.
102
103 (c) Granting of certificate of public convenience and necessity
104
105 (1) Except in the cases governed by the provisos contained in subsection (a)(1) of this
106 section, a certificate shall be issued to any qualified applicant therefor, authorizing the
107 whole or any part of the operation, sale, service, construction, extension, or
108 acquisition covered by the application, if it is found that the applicant is able and
109 willing properly to do the acts and to perform the service proposed and to conform to
110 the provisions of this chapter and the requirements, rules, and regulations of the
111 Commission thereunder, and that the proposed service, sale, operation, construction,
112 extension, or acquisition, to the extent authorized by the certificate, is or will be
113 required by the present or future public convenience and necessity; otherwise such
114 application shall be denied. The Commission shall have the power to attach to the
115 issuance of the certificate and to the exercise of the rights granted thereunder such
116 reasonable terms and conditions as the public convenience and necessity may require.
117

118  (d) Determination of service area; jurisdiction of transportation to ultimate consumers
119

120 (1) The Commission, after a hearing had upon its own motion or upon application, may
121 determine the service area to which each authorization under this section is to be

122 limited. Within such service area as determined by the Commission an electricity
123 company may enlarge or extend its facilities for the purpose of supplying increased
124 market demands in such service area without further authorization; and

125

126 (2) If the Commission has determined a service area pursuant to this subsection,

127 transportation to ultimate consumers in such service area by the holder of such

128 service area determination, even if across State lines, shall be subject to the exclusive
129 jurisdiction of the State commission in the State in which the electricity is consumed.
130 This section shall not apply to the transportation of electricity to another electricity
131 company.

132

133 (e) Certificate of public convenience and necessity for service of area already being served.—
134 Nothing contained in this section shall be construed as a limitation upon the power of the
135 Commission to grant certificates of public convenience and necessity for service of an area
136 already being served by another electricity company.

137
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(f) Right of eminent domain for construction of electrical transmission infrastructure, etc.—

When any holder of a certificate of public convenience and necessity cannot acquire by
contract, or is unable to agree with the owner of property to the compensation to be paid for,
the necessary right-of-way to construct, operate, and maintain a transmission line or
transmission lines for the transportation of electricity, and the necessary land or other
property, in addition to right-of-way, for the location of compressor stations, pressure
apparatus, or other stations or equipment necessary to the proper operation of such
transmission line or transmission lines, it may acquire the same by the exercise of the right of
eminent domain in the district court of the United States for the district in which such
property may be located, or in the State courts. The practice and procedure in any action or
proceeding for that purpose in the district court of the United States shall conform as nearly
as may be with the practice and procedure in similar action or proceeding in the courts of the
State where the property is situated: Provided, That the United States district courts shall
only have jurisdiction of cases when the amount claimed by the owner of the property to be
condemned exceeds $3,000.”

SEC. 102. CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION FOR GENERATION AND TRANSMISSION
UPGRADES

16 U.S.C. § 824s is amended by adding at the end the following:

(e) In general.—Not later than 365 days after the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Energy

shall develop a categorical exclusion for the requirements for any detailed statement required
under the National Energy Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) or Section 1501.4 of
title 40, Code of Federal Regulations (or a successor regulation) for electricity companies to
make improvements that upgrade capacity by a predetermined level of kV for electrical
generation or transmission.

(f) Administration.—In developing and administering the categorical exclusion under paragraph

(a), the Secretary of Energy shall—

(1) Proscribe an upper limitation for an upgrade that balance the urgent need to build out
our nation’s electrical transmission infrastructure to support the transition to a clean
energy economy with necessity to avoid and minimize, to the maximum extent
practicable, and offset, to the extent appropriate and practicable, sensitive
environmental areas and cultural heritage.”

SEC. 103. HYDROGEN STORAGE AND PIPELINE SITING

(a) Sole Authority for Hydrogen Gas Storage, Transportation and Regulation.— [365 days] after

enactment of this Act, the sole authority for siting of hydrogen gas or blended hydrogen gas
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storage facilities or pipelines, for the regulation of storage or transport of hydrogen gas or
blended hydrogen gas, shall reside with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.

(b) Transfer of Authority.—[365 days] after enactment of this act, all functions and authorities

vested in other agencies or departments for the regulation of hydrogen gas or blended
hydrogen gas storage, transport or siting shall be transferred to the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission.

(c) Applicability.—The provisions of this section shall apply to the storage of hydrogen gas or

blended hydrogen gas transported through interstate commerce, transportation of hydrogen
gas or blended hydrogen gas in interstate commerce, to the sale in interstate commerce of
hydrogen gas or blended hydrogen gas for resale for ultimate public consumption for
domestic, commercial, industrial, or any other use, and to hydrogen gas or blended hydrogen
gas companies engaged in such transportation or sale, and to the importation or exportation
of hydrogen gas or blended hydrogen gas in foreign commerce and to persons engaged in
such importation or exportation, but shall not apply to any other transportation or sale of
hydrogen gas or blended hydrogen gas, or to the local distribution of hydrogen gas or
blended hydrogen gas.

(d) Exemptions; certification from State commission as conclusive evidence.—The provisions of

this chapter shall not apply to any person engaged in or legally authorized to engage in the
storage or transportation in interstate commerce or the sale in interstate commerce for resale,
of hydrogen gas or blended hydrogen gas received by such person from another person
within or at the boundary of a State if all the hydrogen gas or blended hydrogen gas so
received is ultimately consumed within such State, or to any facilities used by such person
for such transportation or sale, provided that the rates and service of such person and
facilities be subject to regulation by a State commission. The matters exempted from the
provisions of this chapter by this subsection are declared to be matters primarily of local
concern and subject to regulation by the several States. A certification from such State
commission to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission that such State commission has
regulatory jurisdiction over rates and service of such person and facilities and is exercising
such jurisdiction shall constitute conclusive evidence of such regulatory power or
jurisdiction.

(e) Vehicular hydrogen gas jurisdiction

(1) The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to any person solely by reason of, or
with respect to, any sale or transportation of vehicular hydrogen gas or blended
hydrogen gas if such person is—

(A)not otherwise a hydrogen gas or blended hydrogen gas company; or

(B) subject primarily to regulation by a State commission, whether or not such
State commission has, or is exercising, jurisdiction over the sale, sale for
resale, or transportation of vehicular hydrogen gas or blended hydrogen gas.
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(f) Certificate of public convenience and necessity

(A)No hydrogen gas company or person which will be a hydrogen gas company

upon completion of any proposed construction or extension shall engage in
the storage, transportation, or sale of hydrogen gas or blended hydrogen gas,
subject to the jurisdiction of the Commission, or undertake the construction
or extension of any facilities therefor, or acquire or operate any such
facilities or extensions thereof, unless there is in force with respect to such
hydrogen gas or blended hydrogen gas company a certificate of public
convenience and necessity issued by the Commission authorizing such acts
or operation. Pending the determination of any such application, the
continuance of such operation shall be lawful.

(B) In all other cases the Commission shall set the matter for hearing and shall

give such reasonable notice of the hearing thereon to all interested persons
as in its judgment may be necessary under rules and regulations to be
prescribed by the Commission; and the application shall be decided in
accordance with the procedure provided in subsection (e) of this section and
such certificate shall be issued or denied accordingly: Provided, however,
That the Commission may issue a temporary certificate in cases of
emergency, to assure maintenance of adequate service or to serve particular
customers, without notice or hearing, pending the determination of an
application for a certificate, and may by regulation exempt from the
requirements of this section temporary acts or operations for which the
issuance of a certificate will not be required in the public interest.

(2) The Commission may issue a certificate of public convenience and necessity to a
hydrogen gas or blended hydrogen gas company for the storage of or transportation in
interstate commerce of hydrogen gas or blended hydrogen gas used by any person for
one or more high-priority uses, as defined, by rule, by the Commission, in the case

(A)Hydrogen gas or blended hydrogen gas sold by the producer to such person;

and

(B) Hydrogen gas or blended hydrogen gas produced by such person.

(g) Application for certificate of public convenience and necessity.—Application for certificates
shall be made in writing to the Commission, be verified under oath, and shall be in such
form, contain such information, and notice thereof shall be served upon such interested
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parties and in such manner as the Commission shall, by regulation, require.
(h) Granting of certificate of public convenience and necessity

(1) Except in the cases governed by the provisos contained in subsection (f)(1) of this

section, a certificate shall be issued to any qualified applicant therefor, authorizing the
whole or any part of the operation, sale, service, construction, extension, or
acquisition covered by the application, if it is found that the applicant is able and
willing properly to do the acts and to perform the service proposed and to conform to
the provisions of this chapter and the requirements, rules, and regulations of the
Commission thereunder, and that the proposed service, sale, operation, construction,
extension, or acquisition, to the extent authorized by the certificate, is or will be
required by the present or future public convenience and necessity; otherwise such
application shall be denied. The Commission shall have the power to attach to the
issuance of the certificate and to the exercise of the rights granted thereunder such
reasonable terms and conditions as the public convenience and necessity may require.

(1) Determination of service area; jurisdiction of transportation to ultimate consumers

(1) The Commission, after a hearing had upon its own motion or upon application, may

determine the service area to which each authorization under this section is to be
limited. Within such service area as determined by the Commission a hydrogen gas
company may enlarge or extend its facilities for the purpose of supplying increased
market demands in such service area without further authorization; and

(2) If the Commission has determined a service area pursuant to this subsection,

transportation to ultimate consumers in such service area by the holder of such
service area determination, even if across State lines, shall be subject to the exclusive
jurisdiction of the State commission in the State in which the hydrogen gas or blended
hydrogen gas is consumed. This section shall not apply to the transportation of
hydrogen gas or blended hydrogen gas to another hydrogen gas or blended hydrogen
gas company.

(j) Certificate of public convenience and necessity for service of area already being served.—
Nothing contained in this section shall be construed as a limitation upon the power of the
Commission to grant certificates of public convenience and necessity for service of an area
already being served by another hydrogen gas or blended hydrogen gas company.

(k) Right of eminent domain for construction of pipelines, etc.—When any holder of a certificate
of public convenience and necessity cannot acquire by contract, or is unable to agree with the
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owner of property to the compensation to be paid for, the necessary right-of-way to construct,
operate, and maintain a storage facility, or pipeline or pipelines for the transportation of
hydrogen gas or blended hydrogen gas, and the necessary land or other property, in addition
to right-of-way, for the location of compressor stations, pressure apparatus, or other stations
or equipment necessary to the proper operation of such pipeline or pipelines, it may acquire
the same by the exercise of the right of eminent domain in the district court of the United
States for the district in which such property may be located, or in the State courts. The
practice and procedure in any action or proceeding for that purpose in the district court of the
United States shall conform as nearly as may be with the practice and procedure in similar
action or proceeding in the courts of the State where the property is situated: Provided, That
the United States district courts shall only have jurisdiction of cases when the amount
claimed by the owner of the property to be condemned exceeds $3,000.

(1) Authority to Regulate.—the Commission is hereby authorized to issue rules as necessary to
carry out this section.

SEC. 104. CARBON DIOXIDE PIPELINE SITING

(a) Sole Authority for Carbon Dioxide Transportation and Regulation.— [365 days] after
enactment of this Act, the sole authority for siting of carbon dioxide pipelines or storage
facilities and for the regulation of transport of carbon dioxide, shall reside with the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission.

(b) Transfer of Authority.—[365 days] after enactment of this act, all functions and authorities
vested in other agencies or departments for the regulation of carbon dioxide transport or
siting shall be transferred to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.

(c) Applicability.—The provisions of this section shall apply to transportation of carbon dioxide
in interstate commerce or storage of carbon dioxide that has been transported through
interstate commerce but shall not apply to any other transportation or storage of carbon
dioxide.

(d) Exemptions; certification from State commission as conclusive evidence.—The provisions of
this chapter shall not apply to any person engaged in or legally authorized to engage in the
transportation in interstate commerce or the sale in interstate commerce for resale, of carbon
dioxide received by such person from another person within or at the boundary of a State if
all the carbon dioxide so received is ultimately consumed within such State, or to any
facilities used by such person for such transportation or sale, provided that the rates and
service of such person and facilities be subject to regulation by a State commission. The
matters exempted from the provisions of this chapter by this subsection are declared to be
matters primarily of local concern and subject to regulation by the several States. A
certification from such State commission to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission that
such State commission has regulatory jurisdiction over rates and service of such person and
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facilities and is exercising such jurisdiction shall constitute conclusive evidence of such
regulatory power or jurisdiction.
(e) Certificate of public convenience and necessity

(A)No carbon dioxide transportation or storage company or person which will

be a carbon dioxide transportation or storage company upon completion of
any proposed construction or extension shall engage in the storage,
transportation, or sale of carbon dioxide, subject to the jurisdiction of the
Commission, or undertake the construction or extension of any facilities
therefor, or acquire or operate any such facilities or extensions thereof,
unless there is in force with respect to such carbon dioxide transportation or
storage company a certificate of public convenience and necessity issued by
the Commission authorizing such acts or operation. Pending the
determination of any such application, the continuance of such operation
shall be lawful.

(B) In all other cases the Commission shall set the matter for hearing and shall

give such reasonable notice of the hearing thereon to all interested persons
as in its judgment may be necessary under rules and regulations to be
prescribed by the Commission; and the application shall be decided in
accordance with the procedure provided in subsection (e) of this section and
such certificate shall be issued or denied accordingly: Provided, however,
That the Commission may issue a temporary certificate in cases of
emergency, without notice or hearing, pending the determination of an
application for a certificate, and may by regulation exempt from the
requirements of this section temporary acts or operations for which the
issuance of a certificate will not be required in the public interest.

(2) The Commission may issue a certificate of public convenience and necessity to a
carbon dioxide transportation or storage company for the storage or transportation in
interstate commerce of carbon dioxide used by any person for one or more high-
priority uses, as defined, by rule, by the Commission, in the case of—

(A)Carbon dioxide sold by the producer to such person; and
(B) Carbon dioxide produced by such person.

(f) Application for certificate of public convenience and necessity.—Application for certificates
shall be made in writing to the Commission, be verified under oath, and shall be in such
form, contain such information, and notice thereof shall be served upon such interested
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parties and in such manner as the Commission shall, by regulation, require.

(g) Granting of certificate of public convenience and necessity

(1) Except in the cases governed by the provisos contained in subsection (f)(1) of this
section, a certificate shall be issued to any qualified applicant therefor, authorizing the
whole or any part of the operation, sale, service, construction, extension, or
acquisition covered by the application, if it is found that the applicant is able and
willing properly to do the acts and to perform the service proposed and to conform to
the provisions of this chapter and the requirements, rules, and regulations of the
Commission thereunder, and that the proposed service, sale, operation, construction,
extension, or acquisition, to the extent authorized by the certificate, is or will be
required by the present or future public convenience and necessity; otherwise such
application shall be denied. The Commission shall have the power to attach to the
issuance of the certificate and to the exercise of the rights granted thereunder such
reasonable terms and conditions as the public convenience and necessity may require.

(h) Certificate of public convenience and necessity for service of area already being served.—

(1)

(i)

Nothing contained in this section shall be construed as a limitation upon the power of the
Commission to grant certificates of public convenience and necessity for service of an area
already being served by another carbon dioxide transportation or storage gas company.

Right of eminent domain for construction of pipelines, etc.—When any holder of a certificate
of public convenience and necessity cannot acquire by contract, or is unable to agree with the
owner of property to the compensation to be paid for, the necessary right-of-way to construct,
operate, and maintain a storage facility, or pipeline or pipelines for the transportation of
carbon dioxide, and the necessary land or other property, in addition to right-of-way, for the
location of compressor stations, pressure apparatus, or other stations or equipment necessary
to the proper operation of such pipeline or pipelines, it may acquire the same by the exercise
of the right of eminent domain in the district court of the United States for the district in
which such property may be located, or in the State courts. The practice and procedure in any
action or proceeding for that purpose in the district court of the United States shall conform
as nearly as may be with the practice and procedure in similar action or proceeding in the
courts of the State where the property is situated: Provided, That the United States district
courts shall only have jurisdiction of cases when the amount claimed by the owner of the
property to be condemned exceeds $3,000

Authority to Regulate.—the Commission is hereby authorized to issue rules as necessary to
carry out this section.
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SEC. 105. NEPA REVIEW FOR GEOTHERMAL EXPLORATION ON FEDERAL
LANDS

Section 4 of the Geothermal Steam Act of 1970 (30 U.S.C. 1003) (as amended by the National
Energy Policy Act of 2005) is amended by adding at the end the following:

“(h) NEPA Review.—

(1) Action by the Secretary of the Interior in managing the public lands, or the Secretary
of Agriculture in managing National Forest System Lands, or by any other agency
head or department head with authority over any activity described in subsection (2)
shall be subject to a rebuttable presumption that the use of a categorical exclusion
under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 [42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.]
(NEPA) would apply.

(2) Activities.—

(A) Any activity related to the exploration or development of geothermal
energy, including activities pursuant to the Geothermal Steam Act of 1970
[30 U.S.C. 1001 et seq.], as long as the activity:

(1) causes—

(a) Less than 5 acres of soil or vegetation disruption at the location
of each geothermal exploration well;

(b) Not more than an additional 5 acres of soil or vegetation
disruption during access or egress to the test site; and

(i1) 1s developed—

(a) less than [12 inches] in diameter;

(b) less than [300 feet] in depth;

(c) in a manner that does not require off-road motorized access
other than to and from the well site along an identified off-road
route;

(d) without construction of new roads other than upgrading of
existing drainage crossings for safety purposes;

(e) with the use of rubber-tired digging or drilling equipment
vehicles; and

(f) without the use of high-pressure well stimulation; and

(ii1)is completed in less than [90 days], including the removal of any
surface infrastructure from the site; and

(iv)requires the restoration of the project site within 3 years of the date of
first exploration drilling to approximately the condition that existed at
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the time the project began, unless the site is subsequently used as part
of geothermal energy development under the lease.

(B) Individual surface disturbances of less than 5 acres so long as the total
surface disturbance on the lease is not greater than 150 acres and site-
specific analysis in a document prepared pursuant to NEPA has been
previously completed.

(C) [Drilling a geothermal well] at a location or [well pad site] at which drilling
has occurred previously within 5 years prior to the date the proposed
exploration.

(D) [Drilling a geothermal well] within a developed field for which an approved
land use plan or any environmental document prepared pursuant to NEPA
analyzed such drilling as a reasonably foreseeable activity, so long as such
plan or document was approved within 5 years prior to the date of the
proposed exploration.

(E) Maintenance of a minor activity, other than any construction or major
renovation or a building or facility.”

TITLE II—JUDICIAL REVIEW

SEC. 201. LIMITATIONS ON JUDICIAL DELAYS

Section 41007 of the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation Act of the FAST Act of 2015
(Pub. Law 114-94) is amended by adding at the end the following:

“(f) For any detailed statement required by the National Energy Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. §
4332(C)), including but not limited to the covered projects under this Title—

(1) Certification.—the responsible Federal official shall certify a start date for drafting
the detailed statement and shall later certify a date on which the detailed statement
was finished.

(2) Limitation on judicial actions.—

(A)If the responsible Federal official has certified a date on which the detailed
statement was finished and more than [two] years have passed since the
certified start date for drafting the detailed statement, no court may vacate,
enjoin, or otherwise delay the Federal action for failure to comply with this
section. After [enactment of this act], any court order to enjoin, vacate, or
otherwise delay a Federal action for failure to comply with this section must
expire within [two] years after the certified start date for the detailed
statement required for that action; and any existing order enjoining,
vacating, or otherwise delaying a Federal action for failure to comply with
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this section is of no force and effect once [two] years have passed from the
certified start date for the detailed statement required for that action.
(3) Reviewability.—Nothing in this title shall affect the reviewability of any final Federal
agency action in a court of competent jurisdiction.

SEC. 202. LIMITATIONS ON CLAIMS

Section 41007 of the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation Act of the FAST Act of 2015
(Pub. Law 114-94) is amended by adding at the end the following

“(g) Requirements for Standing.—Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a claim arising
under Federal law pertaining to an environmental review conducted under the National Energy
Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. §§ 4331 et seq.) shall be barred unless—

(1) the claim is filed by a party that submitted a comment during the environmental
review; and

(2) any commenter filed a sufficiently detailed comment so as to put the lead agency on
notice of the issue on which the party seeks judicial review, or the lead agency did not
provide a reasonable opportunity for such a comment on that issue.

TITLE III—SUPPORTING PERMITTING OF WHOLE HOME
EFFICIENCY IMPROVEMENTS

SEC. 301. PILOT PROGRAM FOR EXPANSION OF SOLAR APP

(a) In general—Not later than 365 days after enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Energy
shall, in conjunction with the National Renewable Energy Laboratory, establish a pilot
program to expand the “SolarAPP” application to include more jurisdictions and to expand
its scope to qualified whole home efficiency improvements.

(b) Eligible Activities.—The funds appropriated under this may be used for the following
activities:

(1) Efforts by the Department of Energy to develop the SolarAPP;
(2) To use streamlined critical pay authority to:

(A)hire individuals for positions that are necessary to carry out this section and
require expertise of an extremely high level in an administrative, technical
or professional field; or

(B) or to recruit or retain an individual exceptionally well qualified for the
position as long as:

(1) the number of such positions does not exceed 50 at any one time;
(i1) the designation of such positions are approved by the Secretary;
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(ii1)the terms of such appointments end prior to five years after enactment
of this Act;

(iv)appointees to such positions were not Department of Energy
employees prior to enactment of this Act; and

(v) total annual compensation for any appointee to such positions does not
exceed the highest total annual compensation payable at the rate
determined under section 104 of title 3.

(C) All such positions are excluded from the collective bargaining unit and
individuals appointed under this section shall not be considered to be
employees for purposes of subchapter II of chapter 75.

(3) To provide grants, loans or technical support to local or state jurisdictions

(c) Eligible Improvements.—Not later than 365 days after enactment of this Act, the Secretary
of Energy shall publish in the Federal Register a list of eligible activities that will be included
in the SolarAPP including but not limited to:

(1) Any activity eligible for the “Energy Efficient Home Improvement Credit” described
in 26 U.S. Code § 25C(g)(2); and

(2) Any activity eligible for the Residential Clean Energy Credit described in 26 U.S.
Code § 25D.

(d) Appropriations.—[$500,000,000] is hereby appropriated to the Secretary of Energy to carry
out this section.

TITLE IV— DESIGNATION OF ENERGY SECURITY
CORRIDORS

SEC. 401. PURPOSE

(a) Statement of Purpose.— It shall be the policy of the United State to designate “high-energy
corridors" to:
(1) Encourage efficient permitting for the construction of infrastructure critical for our
nation’s long-term energy security;
(2) Promote nationwide economic dynamism;
(3) Support the development of regional energy hubs;
(4) Enhance the energy independence or energy security of the United States;

SEC. 402. DESIGNATION OF ENERGY SECURITY CORRIDORS
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(a) In General.—No later than [365 days/two years/three years] after the enactment of this Act,
the President, in consultation with the Secretary of Energy, Secretary of the Interior, the
Chair of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, and the Administrator of the
Environmental Protection Agency, and the heads of any other relevant Federal departments
or agencies, as determined by the President, shall publish in the Federal Register a set of
standards and requirements for application to be designated an Energy Security Corridor.

(b) Requirements.—In determining the standards and requirements set forth in subsection (a),
the President shall take into account the following considerations:

(1) The potential for a designated area to contribute to our nation’s long-term energy
security;

(2) The necessity to avoid and minimize, to the maximum extent practicable, and offset,
to the extent appropriate and practicable, sensitive environmental areas and cultural
heritage;

(3) Whether state and local laws are conducive to building energy infrastructure;

(4) The need to promote the development of renewable, clean energy; and

(5) The possibility that the costs of energy infrastructure development in the designated
area will outweigh the benefits from reducing the regulatory barriers to building new
energy infrastructure.

(c) NEPA Review.—Within 365 days of publication of the standards and requirements described
in subsection (a), all relevant heads of agencies shall publish a list of actions or activities that
shall be subject to a rebuttable presumption that the use of a categorical exclusion under the
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.] (NEPA) would apply.

SEC 403. APPROPRIATIONS

(a) Authorization of Appropriations.—There is authorized to be appropriated to carry out this
section $50,000,000 for each of the fiscal years 2022 through 2032.



